R ealons why Biſhops ought - 
Not to have votes mn 
Parliament. 


Ecauſe it isa very great hinderance to The exerciſe of their Miniſte- 
riall Funtion, Ca | By 

2 Le-auſe they doe vow and undertake at their Ordination, whenthey enter 
into holy Orders, that they will give themſelves wholly to that Vocation. 

3 Be-auſe Councels and Canons in ſeverall Ages do forbid them to meddle 
with Secular affaires. 

4 Becauſethetwenty foure Biſhops have a dependancie on the two Arch- 
biſhops, and becauſe of their Canonicall Obedience to them, 

5 Becauſe they are but for their lives, and therefore are not fit to have Le- 
oiflative power over the Honours, Inheritances, Perſons,and Libertics of others, 

6 Becauſc of Biſhops dependancy and expe&tancy of Tranſlations to places 

of great profit. | ATT: 
7 That ſeverall Biſhops have of lite much encroacht upon the Conſciences 
and Liberties of the Subjects, and they and theix Succeſſours will be much en- 
courag'd ſtill to ericroach,and the Subjects will be much diſcouraged from com- 
playning againſt ſuch encouragements, if twenty fixe of that Order bee to bee 
Judges upon thoſe complaints;the ſame reaſon extends to their Legiſlative pow- 
cr in any Bill to paſſe for the regulation of their power upon any emergent in- 
converuence by it. 

8 Becauſe the whole number of them is interefled to maintain the Juriſdidi- 
on of Biſhops, which hath bcen found ſo grievous to the three Kingdomes,that 
Scotland hath utterly aboliſhedir, and Multitudes in England and Ireland have 
petitioned againſt it, 

9 Becauſe the Biſhops being Lords of Parliament , it ſetteth too great a di- 
ſtance between them and the reſt of their Brethren inthe Miniſtery , which oc- 
caſtoneth pride in them, diſcontentin others, and diſquier in the Church. 


I 


To their having Votes a long time. 


Anſw. | F in convenient time and uſage are not to be conſidered with Law- 
Soine Abbots votedas anciently in Parliament as Biſhops, yet are taken a. 

way. | 
That for the Biſhops Certificate to plenary of Benefice, and Loyalty of Ma: 
riage the Bill extends notto them. © 

For the Secular Juriſdictions of the Dean of weſtzzinſfler, the Biſhops of Dur- 
bam , and Eh, and Archbiſhop of Torke , which they are to execute in their 
own perſons the former Reaſons ſhew the inconveniences thercin, 

For their temporal Courts and Juriſditions which are executed by their tem- 
porall Offices, the Bill doth not concern them, 


. FINS. 


